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THE PUBl.ISHER SPEAKS 

OU R FUTU RE-IT'S IN 
YOUR HANDS 
by Milton V. Lyndes 

Executive Vice President 

Suppose you purchased all 
of your monuments from a 
foreign country. Or, you pur
chased all of your monuments 
from a sales person who in 
turn bought the monuments 
from a foreign manufacturer. 
What kind of service would 
you get if you called (collect) 
your manufacturer in India, 
Portugal, South Africa, 
Sweden? 

If every American retai I 
monument dealer relied on a 
foreign supplier, the monu
ment business in the United 
States would go into bankrupt
cy and disappear. No monu
ment manufacturer in Barre or 
Elberton or Wisconsin or Min
nesota or South Dakota would 
remain in business. If retail 
dealers purchased their f in
ished monuments from a d is
tributor who obtained them 
from a foreign country you 
would automatically and quick
ly destroy forever the monu
ment manufacturing business 
in the United States. All of the 
quarries in the United States 
that rely on the monument 
business would go out of 
business. 

Even if you and you r 
fellow retailers purchased only 
10% of your monuments from 
a foreign supplier this would 
place the United States monu
ment manufacturing and quar
rying business in serious finan
cial difficulties. 

As you know, we are a 
small industry. If we put all 
American retail monument 
(continued on page 25) 
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served 
"Gardner? That son of a gun? He's just 

about the best there is . .. and don't forget it, 
either!!" 

G ardner Walker has been 
with the Barre Guild 
Consolidation Service for 

the past 15 years. Prior to that 
he was a trucker-hauling gran
ite around New England for 
nearly two decades. So, he 
knows the trucking industry very 
well. 

But, perhaps more impor
tant, there are scores of truck 
drivers across the country who 
know Gardner Walker very 
well. Gardner is very well liked 
and highly respected by many 
truck drivers who ply our na
tion ' s highways. 

"Gardner? We think 
he IS one hell of a 

nice guy/" 

That r~spect and admiration 
for Gardner became very evi
dent recently. It all started out 
to be a " routine" summer day 
at the Barre Guild Consolidation 
Service, but when the day end
ed, the usually unflappable ter
minal manager became rather, 
well , flappable. 

The huge 18-wheeler casual
ly rolled into the terminal yard 
and headed straight for one of 
the terminal bays and delivered 
a very large wooden box. And 
that was the end of the 
" routine" day. 

The huge box was ten feet 
long and five feet square and 
was built with 2x6 lumber. It 
was marked with large black let
ters that spelled: " C.O.D." and 
Gardner's name was stenciled 
on the box. 

One glance at the box and 
Gardner leaped into the air. "I 
ain't payin' for a blessed 
thing!!!" he roared. " No Sir!!" 
(continued next page) 

Left: /1/ don ' t believe it. /I 
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"Gardner? He's 
everybody's friend. " 

After being assured the enor
mous wooden box was indeed 
for him without having to pay 
for it, Gardner armed himself 
with an iron bar and proceeded 
to investigate its contents. 

It wasn't too long before 
Gardner pried loose enough 
boards to reveal a golf cart! Not 
just any golf cart, but one that 
had been fashioned with pain
staking care and skill. 

According to Dave Draheim, 
Terminal Manager for Anderson 
Trucking in Manitowoc, Wiscon
sin, the golf cart is the culmina
tion of a project that began 
eight to ten years ago. 

"A bunch of us guys used 
to ru n up there (to Barre) over 
the years and we felt that Gard
ner was a 'good ole boy,' 
y'know what I mean? Gardner 
has done many good things for 
all us drivers over the years and 
the drivers asked each other 
what they could do for him. 
Well, I was talking with Gardner 
in his office one day a few years 
ago and learned he liked golf. 
So, I kept my eye open for a 
golf cart." 

"Gardner? There's 
not a better guy 

around. " 

"1 found just the one in 
Pennsylvania. I brought it back 
here (Manitowoc) to put it in 
shape. It was old and needed 
work but I have a professional 
body person in my terminal and 
he spent his spare time fixing it 
up. The other drivers kicked in 
4 

to cover expenses and a shipper 
friend of mine made the box." 

"And we whipped one on 
him," laughed Draheim. "Yessir, 
we just whipped one on him. 
And he deserves it!!" 

Gardner's reaction? "1 was 
just plain speechless. I was real
ly shook," he whispered. 

It didn't take Gardner long 
to take his new toy on its 
maiden vogage-arou nd the ter
minal yard. 

"WOW!! This is really 
something!" he shouted. And, 
in the next moment, as he sat 
looking at the special plaque 
built into the steering wheel, he 
slowly shook his head and softly 
said, "Someone really cares." • 

Above: "Easy now, don't scratch 
the paint." 

Below: "Boy! I just can't wait." 



(Ed note: Gardner Walker is not only well known 
and respected by scores of truck drivers, but monu
ment retail dealers west of Ohio and south of 
Virginia also know and respect Gardner for his con
solidation and handling of their priceless freight
beautiful granite monuments manufactured by 
members of the Barre Granite Association. An ex
ample of that respect and appreciation is reflected 
in this letter.) 

Mr. Bob Stewart 
Barre Guild Freight Service 
Barre Granite Assn. 
P.O. Box 481 
Barre, Vermont 05641 

Dear Mr. Stewart: 

For some time we have been meaning to write 
you about the splendid service we receive through 
your office and from Mr. Gardner Walker in par
ticular. Mr. Walker has saved us many hundreds of 
dollars because of the way he has consolidated our 
shipments and because of the suggestions he has 
made to us concerning our freight handling. In addi
tion, he calls when he sees granite being held too 
long because of insufficient weight to appraise us of 
the fact and ask for instructions. 

Frank Troost 

" This speaks for itself. " 

~ 
-- - . 

"A great place for my scorecard. " 
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BARRE GRANITE 
ASSOCIATION 
ELECTS NEW 

TRUSTEES 

Member companies of the Barre Granite Asso
ciation met recently for their annual meeting to ap
prove budgets and to elect new Trustees. 

Paul Savard, President of Thurber Granite Com
pany presided as BGA President at the meeting. 
Trustees elected were: Lucien Rouleau , President of 
Rouleau Granite Company; Charles Chatot, Presi
dent of North Barre Granite Company; Kurt Swen
son, President of Rock of Ages Corporation; and 
Norman Beck, President of Beck & Beck, Inc. 

Milton V. Lyndes was re-elected as Corporate 
Secretary and Executive Vice President. John 
Salvador was re-elected BGA Treasurer. 

Left to Right in the photograph are: Norman 
Beck; Brent Buttura, President of Buttura & Sons, 
Inc.; Nick Cetrangolo, President of Cetrangolo 
Finishing Works; Milton Lyndes; Paul Savard; 
Charles Chatot; Lucien Rouleau; and Kurt Swenson. 



BGA MEMBER NEWS 

Reopening another source of world famous Barre granite. 

Jones Brothers Dark Quarry Is Reopened 
For the first time in 50 years granite is again being quarried at the jones Brothers Dark 

Quarry near Barre. 
james Kelley, President of jones Brothers said the reopening of the quarry will help 

provide a wider variety of granite to manufacturers and eventually to retail monument 
dealers. 

jones Brothers, a former granite manufacturing firm in Barre, also owns and operates 
the Wells Lamson Quarry Company in Barre. 

According to Charles o. Peterson, Vice President and General Manager, "We've decid
ed to have a look at the stone to determine how fine the grain is. We also intend to check 
its market quality and take a close look at the economics of quarrying the dark granite on a 
regular basis." 
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BGA MEMBER NEWS 

A bird's eye view of the Gibson Quarry, recently purchased by the Vermont Quarry Company. 
The quarry is being reopened after 18 years of inactivity. 

New Quarry Company Formed 
A group of local granite manufacturers has announced the formation of the Vermont 

Quarry Co., Inc. (VAC). 
Paul Savard, President of the new company and owner of the Thurber Granite Com

pany, said the Vermont Quarry Company has purchased the Gibson Quarry located on Blue 
Mountain in South Ryegate, Vermont. The Gibson Quarry was operated from 1906 to 1966, 
and offers a light to medium, gray granite. 

Savard said exploratory operations will begin immediately, and the firm hopes to offer 
the local granite industry an economical gray granite by late this fall or early next spring. 
Savard said, "The new granite will not, in any way, replace Select Barre Granite as the 
premier gray granite for monumental purposes. It is meant to be an additional gray granite 
which should allow local manufacturers to enter new markets in which they are not cur
rently competitive due to high raw material costs." 

Inquiries regarding the new company should be directed to The Vermont Quarry, Co., 
Inc., Box 543, Barre, Vermont, 05641. 



BGA MEMBER NEWS 

Passing The Mantle At Adams 
Kerry F. Zorzi, 25 (right) and his dad, Elgio Zorzi, 

President of Adams Granite Company. Kerry recently 
joined his father's company and will eventually purchase 
full interest in the BGA-member firm. 

Kerry is a graduate of Bentley College and is a Cer
tified Public Accountant. For the past four years Kerry has 
been employed by an international public accounting 
firm. Kerry resides in Barre with his wife, Cheryl and 
daughter, Cristina. 

Elgio, who will retire soon, began his employment 
with Adams Granite Company in 1945 under the supervi
sion of the company's founder, Adam Podskalny. Elgio 
purchased full control in 1960. Under his supervision the 
company made many improvements including the instal
lation of machinery designed to increase the production 
of granite memorials. 

"We have always specialized in first class monuments 
and duplicate markers," Elgio said. "We have always 
stressed quality in stock and workmanship and I'm very 
pleased Kerry feels the same way. I know he intends to 
oversee operations personally and he will keep in per
sonal contact with his customers." 
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BGA MEMBER NEWS 

New Personnel And Corporate 
Changes 

The President of WElLS LAMSON 
QUARRY COMPANY, James Kelley (center), 
has announced the appointment of Charles 
O. "Chuck" Peterson as Vice President and 
General Manager of the BGA-member firm. 
Peterson was formerly Managing Director of 
Fairmont Granite Company in Beebe, 
Quebec, Canada. Dan Rubalcaba (right) is 
the new Corporate Controller and an officer 
of the company. Wells Lamson quarry is the 
oldest operating granite quarry in the United 
States. 

Conrad Rowell Joins 
Beck & Beck 

Dick McBride, Manager of Sales and 
Advertising for Beck & Beck, Inc., has an
nounced the appointment of Conrad Rowell 
to the firm's Customer Service Department. 
Rowell is well known in the Barre granite 
manufacturing industry. He has spent four
teen years with the Rock of Ages Corpora
tion and has also held the position of Sales 
Manager for Cook, Watkins & Patch. 
McBride said Rowell will "definitely be an 
asset to our company and our customers. 
We are pleased to have him with us." 



BGA MEMBER NEWS 

~I 
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Benefits From Buttu ra 
A major benefit for customers of BUTTURA & SONS is their increased production efficiency with this 

new Ordway radial saw. With a capacity to cut through three-foot slabs on a ten-and-a-half-foot bed, this 
saw is used primarily to make joints and markers. leo Buttura, Jr., Vice President and Production Foreman 
checks a status report with Bill MacAskil1. 
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BGA MEMBER NEWS 

C.R. Davidson Expands Production 
Clyde Davidson, owner and President of C.R. DAVIDSON 

COMPANY of South Ryegate, Vermont, explains the operation of 
his new Hydrasplit Diamond saw. The saw has the capacity to 
cut granite 33-inches thick and 14-feet in length. Mr. Davidson 
said his BGA-member firm has greatly increased its production 
capabilities with the installation of this new equipment. 



BGA MEMBER NEWS 

A Memorial To A legend 
In The Deep 

On the shores of lake Champlain in the 
City of Burlington, Vermont, is a monument 
dedicated to America's answer to the loch 
Ness monster. 

Named after the lake in which it report
edly resides, Champ has been talked about 
by thousands of people over the years and 
seen by only a few. Although there is no 
clear, presise picture of the denizen of the 
deep, Champ's sighters claim he (or she) is 
for real. The first reputable sighting was in 
1819 and since the early 19th century 
Champ has been spotted a reported 225 
times. 

This monument, 3-0 x 0-10 X 2-6, was 
donated by Rock of Ages Corporation for 
the Vermont lottery Commission as a part 
of the Commission's promotion of its new 
lottery game, "Search for Champ." 

The monument is "Dedicated to 
Champ. Buela Aquatica Champlainiensis and 
those people in Vermont who have sighted 
Champ and are in search of Champ." 

BGA Helps To Get Out 
The Vote 

Milton V. lyndes, Executive Vice Presi
dent of the Barre Granite Association (right) 
presents a check for $100 to the Vermont 
Secretary of State, James H. Douglas as the 
BGA's contribution to a nationwide cam
paign to get out the vote in November. 
looking on is Christopher Barbieri, Treasurer 
of the Vermont Voter Education Project. Ac
cording to Secretary Douglas, only 53.9% of 
the eligible voters in the United States went 
to the polls four years ago, while in 1982, 
only about 40% of the voters elected the 
U.S. House of Representatives and 33 U.S. 
Senators. Mr. lyndes said, "The BGA con
tribution will help fund an educational pro
ject supported by the National Association 
of Secretaries of States and the Advertising 
Council aimed at increasing voter registra
tion, voter turnout at the polls and citizen 
participation in government at all levels." 

~~g:.-~~~~~$ 
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BGA MEMBER NEWS 

Keith Hudson, Director of Quarry Operations. 

Rock Of Ages 
Announces 
Appointments 

Rock of Ages Corporation 
has announced the appointment 
of Keith H. Hudson as Director 
of Quarry Operations in the 
United States. Hudson assumed 
his new duties, filling the vacan
cy caused by the untimely death 
of John "Jack" Corrigan, Vice 
President of Quarries. 

Previous to his new position, 
Hudson was Director of Indus
trial Relations. A native of 
England, Hudson joined Rock of 
Ages in 1980 as Director of 
Management Development and 
Systems. 

Rock of Ages also announced 
the appointments of J. Norman 
Dion as Customer Services 
Manager for the Barre quarries 
and Andrew H. Carpenter as 
General Manager for Quarry 
Sales and Administration. 

Dion's duties will include 
responsibility for quarry rough 
stock sales along with the off-hill 
trucking. Carpenter's new res
ponsibilities include all quarry 
sales and marketing programs as 
well as administration. 

Andrew Carpenter (left) General Manager for Quarry Sales and Adminstration, and]. Nor
man Dion, Customer Services Manager. 
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SALESMEN ON THE ROAD 

Edward A. Carroll 
Company 

John E. Kinney, on the left, an 
independent granite manufac
turers representative is with James 
F. McGarity, Jr. , of Edward A. 
Carroll Company of Bala-Cynwyd , 
Pennsylvania. Mr. Kinney repre
sents several members of the 
Barre Granite Association in his 
travels through Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey and parts of 
Maryland. 

Desch-Paine 
Monuments 

Left to right, Van White and Bob 
Fox, partners in the firm of 
Desch-Paine Monuments in 
Grand Island, Nebraska with Dale 
Walton , manufacturers represen
tative for Beck & Beck, I nc. , a 
member of the Barre Granite 
Association. Desch-Paine Monu
ments has one of the most 
modern facilities in the country 
featuring this indoor display and 
office area plus a large outside 
display and a large stock of 
monuments in varying shapes 
and sizes. 



PEERLESS GRANITE COM 

Denis Roy, new owner and President of Peerless Granite Company. 
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'JY UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP 

, 
O ne of Barre's oldest and most respected 

granite manufacturing firm s is now under 
new management. 

Peerless Granite Company is now owned by 
Denis and Chris Roy who recently purchased the 
BGA-member firm from Donald Fonatana. 

Denis is not new to the granite industry-nor is 
he a stranger to the operations of Peerl'ess Gran ite 
Company. As a teenager he worked for his father in 
his polishing mill and he has operated virtually 
every machine necessary in the manufacturer of 
monuments. Eight years ago he began his tenure as 
Foreman at Peerless. Four years later he purchased 
stock in the company and became Vice-President 
and Plant Manager of the company he now owns. 

Denis is a life-long resident of Barre. His attrac
tive wife Chris is a registered nurse by profession, 
but has been doing executive secretarial and book
keeping work for the past three years. Hers is the 
voice you hear when you dial the Peerless Granite 
Company. 

Three Very Gifted Children 
Denis and Chris are very proud of their two 

sons and their daughter. Christopher, a junior at 
Harvard University majors in government with 
hopes of law as his graduate degree. Gregory is a 
junior at Spaulding High School looking toward a 
career in architectural engineering. Cynthia is a 
freshman at Walnut Hill School in Natick Mass
usetts where she will be a ballet major. She has 

Chris Roy, receptionist, Executive Secretary and 
bookkeeper for Peerless Granite Company. 

already performed with the Berkshire Ballet in 
Massachusetts and the New York City Ballet. 

Wi ll iam Binaghi is the new Office Manager and 
estimator for Peerless Granite Compan y. 

ew Office Manager 
Den is and Chris bring a new Office Manager to 

Peerless. He is William Binaghi who will also be 
the firm ' s estimator. Bill is also a life-long resident 
of Barre with a long family history in the granite in
dustry. He is a draftsman by trade, but also has 
worked in many facets of the industry. Denis says 
Bill comes to Peerless very well qualified. 

Eighty Three Years 
In 1901 Peerless Granite Company, Inc., began 

operating as a granite manufacturing firm. From the 
beginning, Peerless has enjoyed a fine reputation 
for quality products that have endured through the 
years. All types of work, from elegant mausoleums 
to cemetery features to standard monuments have 
been and still are routine at Peerless. 

Through the years two additions have been 
made to the origi nal structu re to better hand Ie a 
growing business. In recent years much emphasis 
has been placed on more modern machinery and 
an elaborate conveyor system for improved efficien
cy. The office, with the help of computers has 
become quite effective. 

" Peerless Granite Company has enjoyed much 
success in the past," say the Roys, " and it will con
tinue to do so for many years to come." • 
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II/t's a strong 
company. It 's 

traditionally done 
excellent work. " 

-Booth Martin 

SMITH, 
WHITCOMB 

DCOOK 
CHANGES 

HANDS 

Smith, Whitcomb & Cook, a 
sustaining member of the 
Barre Granite Association 

and one of the major suppliers to 
the Barre granite industry has 
been sold to Cynthia and Booth 
Martin of Barre. 

Smith, Whitcomb & Cook, 
founded in 1833 (and featured in 
the Winter, 1983 issue of Barre 
Life) is a multi-faceted business 
with foundry, sheetmetal , ma
chine tool and saw mill manufac
tu ri ng operations. 

Mr. Martin said the only 
changes anticipated will be one 
of direction. "it's a strong com
pany. It's t raditionally done ex
cellent work. We have a fine 
staff. I hope to hire more after 
we do some more work." 

Mr. Martin said he has been 
interested in the company for 
more than 20 years. He is also 
treasurer of the Hi ll -Ma rtin Cor
poration, a large road equipment 
and parts co mpany. • 

Below: Cynthia and Booth Martin, new owners of Smith, Whitcomb 
and Cook, stand in the foundry area of their newly acquired business. 
Opposing page: A view of the interio r of the machine tool area of 
Smith, Whitcomb & Cook. The polish ing w heel, made in the foundry, 
received its finishing touches on the lathes in the background. 

(Tim es Argus photo) ... l1li 
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~y UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP 
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" /t 's a strong 
company. It 's 

traditionally done 
excellent work. " 

-Booth Martin 

SMITH, 
WHITCOMB 

D COOK 
CHANGES 

HANDS 

Smith, Whitcomb & Cook, a 
sustaining member of the 
Barre Granite Association 

and one of the major suppliers to 
the Barre granite industry has 
been sold to Cynthia and Booth 
Martin of Barre. 

Smith, Whitcomb & Cook, 
founded in 1833 (and featured in 
the Winter, 1983 issue of Barre 
Life) is a multi-faceted business 
with foundry, sheetmetal, ma
chine tool and saw mill manufac
tu ri ng operations. 

Mr. Martin said the only 
changes anticipated will be one 
of direction. "it's a strong com
pany. It' s traditiona lly done ex
cellent work. We have a fine 
staff. I hope to hire more after 
we do some more work." 

Mr. Martin said he has been 
interested in the company for 
more than 20 years. He is also 
treasurer of the Hill-Martin Cor
poration, a large road equ ipment 
and parts company. • 

Below: Cynthia and Booth Martin, new owners of Smith, Whitcomb 
and Cook, stand in the foundry area of their newly acquired business. 
Opposing page: A view of the interior of the machine tool area of 
Smith, Whitcomb & Cook. The polishing wheel, made in the foundry, 
received its finishing touches on the lathes in the background. 

(Times Argus photo) .. _ 





Lawson 
Granite 

Company
An Investment 
In Efficiency 

Above: Jim Moulton, Sandblast Department Foreman cuts stencil on a monument in preparation for sandblast 
carving. The end result will be a beautiful cross with entwined roses and a simulated brick effect. Below: The 
efficiency of the investment in a remodeled sandblast production line is graphically shown here with Gilles 
Pepin (L) and Jim Moulton, Sandblast Foreman cutting stencil as memorials are prepared for shaping rooms. 



Sandblast carving . .. beautifully created in 
Barre . . . a product of deep concentration, pa
tience, and skill. 

Lawson Granite Company, well known among 
retail monument dealers for its sandblast carving 
has recently renovated its production line through 
the entire snadblast department. 

According to Mark Gherardi , plant manager, 
" This new setup will enable us to greatly increase 
our production through our sandblast area. We 
now have the capability of completing a high prior
ity order without disrupting the entire sandblast 
production line." 

"This is another example of our commitment to 
make investments in our plant that will give our 
customers the benefit of our efficient produc-
tion ," he added. • 

Below Right: Lawson Plant Manager, Mark 
Gherardi transports a large upright monument on 
the overhead crane from Sandblast to the Washing 
and Boxing Department. Note the sandblast carv
ings on the memorials at the washstand. Below: 
Mark Gherardi, Lawson Plant Manager (R) discusses 
the finer techniques with Jim Moulton, Foreman of 
the Sandblast Department. 
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Joe Mureta, President of Montpelier Granite Works has a few words of 
wisdom for his son Doug as they review a work schedule in the plant. 

Generations At Work 
"0 oug's job is to prepare work for the men 

and machines in the plant." The words are 
from Joe Mureta, President of Montpelier 

Granite Works and he is speaking about his son, 
Douglas, one of two sons to join him in the opera
tion of this BGA-member firm. 

" The movement of granite through our produc
tion line is our life blood!" emphasized Joe, "and a 
part of Doug's responsibilities is the movement of 
that granite. He must prepare the daily production 
routine and he must have the granite at a particular 
22 

place at a certain time for specific production 
work." 

The task is certainly not easy, but Doug is 
handling his important responsibilities in an efficen1 
and capable manner. Doug has spent the last four 
years working for his Dad who is very respected 
granite manufacturer and whose firm has estab
lished a fine reputation among many retail monu
ment dealers for quality work. 

Doug's brother, Dan, has been with the firm fc 
six years as Sales Manager. 



Above: Doug is reviewing final measurements on a slab of granite. This is just one of his many responsibilities 
at Montpelier Granite Works . Below: Doug and Joe team up to " score " or " mark" a small slab in preparation 
for splitting it on the guillotine. Their teamwork is just one of the several reasons for the success of Montpelier 
Granite Works . 



(Times Argus Photo) 

The Reverend Richard Tosh and Sally Cary talk to members of the Barre Congregational 
Church during ceremonies dedicating a new memorial to the first pastor of the church . 

HONOUING OUU HEUITAGE 
by Sally Cary 

(Special to Barre Life) 

Elmwood Cemetery in Barre is an expansion of 
the original Gospel Village Church burial 
ground. The first settlers, early quarriers, 

farmers and business people are interred here. It is 
a capsu Ie history of the growth of the Barre area 
and Central Vermont. 

In the spring of 1983, the Barre Granite 
Association suggested to the local Historical 
Research Committee of the Aldrich Public Library 
that a self-guided walking tour of Elmwood 
Cemetery in Barre would be a worthwhile project. 
The committee enthusiastically agreed. It proved to 
be an interesting and educational effort. 

The object was to research the men and wo
men buried here and to record their contributions 
to the economic and social life of the town and to 
identify the various styles of memorial art from the 
early colonial slate or marble tablets through the 
romantic motifs and symbolism of the mid-19th and 
early 20th centruy to the contemporary designs of 
today. 

In the course of the committee's research, the 
burial site of the Rev. Aaron Palmer, the first pastor 
of the Gospel Village Church , now the Barre Con
gregational Church UCC, was located. 

Private monies were raised by members of the 
Barre Congregational Church UCC to replace the 
original badly weathered marble tablets with a 
single granite monument to memorialize the first 
pastor of the present Barre Church and his family. 
') .:1 

Granite was chosen to replace the original tablets 
because of the durability of granite for honoring 
our forebears. For historical purposes, the back of 
the new memorial is marked "Dedicated June 17, 
1984, this tablet was installed on the original base 
to replace three marble tablets." 

With advice from Melvin Friberg, President of 
Anderson-Friberg Company, and a generous con
tribution from the BGA-member firm , the two re
maining tablets and the granite base were removed 
and a new granite monument was manufactured. 

The Gospel Village Church was organized 
November 14, 1799. The small congregation of ap
proximately 30 families met in private homes. In 
1804 the members decided to build " a house" on 
the common in Gospel Village, now the general 
area where Washington , Hill and Camp streets in
tersect. Ezekial Wood, a deacon of the church, 
gave three acres of his farm land for the new 
church building and burial ground . The build ing 
was completed in 1808. The Rev. Aaron Palmer 
was called as the first pastor of the ne\ chu rch and 
was ordained February 12, 1807. He continued to 
serve the parish until his death February 7, 1821. 
Aaron Palmer studied theology under Reverend Asa 
Burton, a minister in Thetford, Vermont. Reverend 
Palmer, as pastor of the newly organized congrega
tion , also served as president of the Barre Auxiliary 
of the Vermont Domestic Missionary Society in 
1819. • 



A Memorial 
To 

Italian-Americans 
Next year a 12-foot Barre granite statue will be 

unveiled in Barre "in honor of all Italian-Americans 
whose achievements have enriched the social , cul
tural and civic vitality of this city, region and state. " 
The special memorial will be "erected by their 
descendants and friends." 

The design concept was created by Barre de
signer Elmo Peduzzi. The model was created by 
Giuliano Cecchinelli and the carving will be done 
by Philip Paini of Barre. 

Italian craftsmen, famous for their artistry and 
sculpting, came to the Barre granite industry by the 
hundreds before the turn of the century to begin 
their new lives in a new land. 

Here, sculptor Giuliano Cecchinelli is shown 
with his four-foot model. 

The Publisher Speaks (can ' t. from page 2) 

dealers and all American 
monument manufacturers to
gether in one place the total 
population would be no bigger 
than a large town. Most of us 
personally know each other. 
Even those who compete with 
one another have some basis 
for personal friendship. 

Monument quarriers and 
man ufactu rers in foreign cou n
tries are able to produce 
monuments more cheaply than 
we could ever do it in the 
United States. Some workers 
are hired for as little as $1.00 a 
day. I have even seen small 
children in India working in 
the quarries. Although we have 
the most modern machinery 
here in our monument centers, 

we could never begin to com
pete with the poverty level 
wages paid in some of these 
foreign countries that are pro
ducing monuments for export. 
We believe in the free enter
prise system, and we believe 
that American industry must 
have the ability to produce in 
order to have the privilege of 
loyal customers. However, I 
will state categorically that 
American monument produc
ers cannot match these foreign 
producers becuase it would be 
illegal (not to say immoral) to 
subject our workers to the pay 
scales, the working conditions, 
and the kind of social at
mosphere necessary to meet 
that competition. 

How do you as a retail 
monument dealer feel about 
this question? I am interested 
in your thoughts. I am in
terested in your welfare, but I 
am also deeply concerned 
about all manufacturers and 
quarriers who provide you 
with the product here in the 
United States. _ 
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Get Tht., Barrt.' Advant.lgt.' 

The Brunner family monument was manufactured by NORTH 
BARRE GRANITE COMPANY. The sculpture and etchings were 
done by Alcide Fantoni. This special memorial features a 
sculpture in a niche on the front and an etching of Pope John 
Paul II on the back. This monument measures 9-8 x 1-0 x 5-6. 
The title page photo (left) shows Mr. Fantoni applying the 
finishing touches on his etching of Pope John Paul II. 
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\If M.l.I:TER 

The Ballou monument was produced by ANDERSON-FRIBERG CO., 
INC., in a reduced size as a companion monument for relatives of the 
McAllister family. 



Cd The Barrl' Arh.1nt.1gl' 

Designed and created especially for Bertacchi & Son Company, Hillside, Illinois, by 
DESILETS GRANITE COMPANY of Montpelier, Vt., this Midnite Opal family monu
ment features the Pieta etched by Edward Epstein. This memorial measures 6-6 x 0-8 
x 3-4. 
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IN LOVING MEMORY 
MILDRED BELL 

TRESSLER OAKLEY 
OCT. 9, 1915 ~ JUNE 24,1983 

This lovely monument was produced by ADAMS GRANITE COMPANY 
for Abington Monuments of Chinchilla, Pennsylvania. This polished 
Mahogany granite memorial with an axed apex top also has a V2 "XV2" 
carbo groove on four sides and features sandblast carving and letter
ing. The monument measures 2-6 x 1-0 x 4-6. 



Gl't Tht, BtUrt' Adv<mtagt' 

. 

C 1-8.1:0 ielfo 
-~ . 

- ~UCillnJj 

CHIOLDI GRANITE CORPORA TlON manufactured this family monument for M. Vozzella 
Memorials of Medford, Massachusetts. This Barre granite memorial, measuring 4-0 x 0-8 x 2-10 
features sandblast carving of the letters and symbols and is both polished and steeled on the front. 
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Barre Granite Association 
51 Church Street Box 481 
Barre, Vermont 05641 
Tel. 802 476-413'1 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

F AM I 1... Y MEMOR 1 PIL.~ t :r NC' , 
P.O. BOX ~583 

BAHRE t VT 

()~::;641. , 

VOTING MEMBERS OF THE BARRE GRANITE ASSOCIATION 

ADAMS GRANITE CO. TOLL FREE HOULE·GUIDICI CO. 
Lewis St. (Elgio Zorzi) 800-342-1070 S. Front St. (Gene Houle) 

ANDERSON·FRIBERG CO. TOLL FREE LaCROSS MEMORIALS, INC. 
Willey St. (Melv in Friberg) 800-451-3255 Boynton St. (Gabriel LaCroix) 

BECK & BECK, INC. LAWSON GRANITE CO. 
Center St. (Norman Beck) 800-451-5170 Quarry St. (Albert Gherardi Jr.) 

BUTTURA & SONS, INC. MAURICE MEMORIALS, INC. 
Boynton St. (Brent Buttura) 802-476-6646 Granite St. (Leo Maurice) 

CElENTI & BIANCHI MONTPEliER GRANITE WORKS 
P.O. Box 220 (lrio Bianchi) Granite St. Uoe Mureta) 

CETRANGOLO FINISHING WORKS NATIVI & SON, INC. 
Northfield (Nick Cetrangolo) 800-451-4517 Center St. (Si lvio Nativi) 

CHIOLDI GRANITE CORP. NORTH BARRE GRANITE CO. 
S, Front St. Uohn Mattson) 800-451-3230 Rai lroad St. (Charles Chatot) 

COLOMBO GRANITE CO. PEERLESS GRANITE CO. 
Boynton St. (Bob Colombo) 802-476-7061 Willey St. (Donald Fontana) 

C.R. DAVIDSON CO. INC. RIVARD GRANITE CO. 
(Clyde Davidson) 802-548-3591 Mill St. (Robert Rivard) 

DESILETS GRANITE CO. ROCK OF AGES CORP. 
Barre St. (Vic Roselli) 802-223-2111 Graniteville (Kurt Swenson) 

FAMIL Y MEMORIALS, INC. ROULEAU GRANITE CO. 
Burnham's Meadow (Robert Couture) 802-476-7831 Metro Center (Lucien Rouleau) 

S.l. GARAND & CO. THURBER GRANITE CO. 
Pioneer (Richard Garand) 800-451-5177 Circle St. (Pau l Savard) 

GREARSON & LANE CO. WEllS LAMSON QUARRY 
Burnham's Meadow (Lloyd Grearson) 802-476-7102 Websterville Uames Kelley) 
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