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Turning Stone Into Memories At 

Ron's Custom Sandblast 
O n Januaryl,1996, Mark and Barry 

Duquette purchased Ron's Custom 
Sandblast from their father, Ronald 

Duquette. "After more than 40 years in the 
sandblast business, we figured it was time for 
our father to retire and enjoy some qualiry time 
with our mom, Shi rley, in the sunny state of 
Florida where they reside today," Mark says. 

The boys strived to continue what their 
dad had started: Qualiry at prices dealers cOlJd 
profit from, with a major push to service. As the 
final link in the production of a qualiry memo­
rial, the boys knew they would have to get me­
morials out as soon as possible so that fami lies 
could have their memorials to enjoy, and the 
dealers could get paid for their efforts. But on 
March 13, 1999, three days from Mark's 40th 
birthday, something went awry - a devastat­
ing electrical fire destroyed the building that 
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their father had refurbished into Ron's Custom 
Sandblast 20 years prior. 

What the boys had taken so much pride in 
was gone! Contemplating their future in the 
granite industry, Mark and Barry came to an 
instant agreement: Ron's had to go on. T he 
boys buckled down, and within 12 days they 
were back at work in a rented sandblast space. 
"With the help of draftsperson and manufac­
turers, stone was again being shipped in the 
month of March. Our dealers stood by us, send­
ing even more work in an effort to help us get 
back on our feet, " Mark says. Now that they 
were back to work, the next step was a perma­
nent location for Ron's Custom Sandblast. Mark 
and Barry finally decided on Wilson Industrial 
Park in Barre Town, just two miles outside of 
Barre. 

With their combined total of more than 

U A R R E 
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100 years experience in the granite industry, 
the workers at Ron's put their idea of the perfect 
sandblast design faciliry to paper and sur­
rounded it with a building. 

Their building ended up a 64-foot by 100-
foot metal structure, housing twO cranes, twO 
shaping rooms, four blowing rooms, a rose room, 
wash stand and two compressors - tripling 
their production capabilities. The ground was 
broken in late October, and the buildi ng was 
completed in mid-February - less than one 
year from the fire. 

With six employees (and more anticipated 
down the road as business increases), Ron's Cus­
tom Sandblast is now one of the bigger and 
more modern sandblast facilities in the Barre 
area today. "We see the area of and blast in 
Barre as a growing market as more and more 
retailers realize that there is more profit in selling 
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Tom Roy, Sandblast 

Mike Richardson, Lumping 

these memorials than sandblasting them them­
selves," Mark says. "They are having work done 
in Barre where quality artisans have been lo­
cated for years and with new production tech­
niques making the delivety of memorials out of 
Barre the best it has ever been. Retailers do not 
need to tie up their monie on blank stock that 
they have to handle four or five times before it 

being so competitive today, the average retailer 
is realizing even greater profits. It only takes one 
major piece of equipment to have to be replaced, 
such as a compressor or sandblast curtain, to eat 
up any profit they may make for the next sev­
eral years. Never mind finding quality sand­
blast personnel in their areas," Mark says. 
With all chi in mind, Mark and Barty Duquette 

"Our dealers stood by us, sending even more work 

in an effort to help us get back on our feet" 

reaches the cemetery. Instead, they are ordering 
the memorial completely finished in Barre. 
• ' 0" it is marrer of unloading it from our truck 
to their truck and off to the cemetery to be set 
and billed, making their cash flow smoother and 
a 10 quicker to realize 

-\\"'i th the price of andblasting in Barre 

feel con fident that Ron's Custom Sandblast will 
thrive for many years to come, and they look 
forward to adding new dealers to their current 
list of dealers and friends. 

"We at Ron's Custom Sandblast think of 
ourselves a granite magicians. We turn your 
stone into memories!" 

. Bert Parry, Sandblast; .... Bob Barnett, Sandblast Mark Duquette, owner Barry Duquette, owner 
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I NTERVIEW 

John 
Castaldo 

Executive 
Director 
Barre 
Granite 
Association 

Meet John Castaldo - the BGA's 
new Executive D irector. 

The former manager of finance 
has been with the Association since 
1995 and offers his thoughts on the 

BGA and the granite industry 

Where would you like to see the BGA headed under your 

leadership? What is your overall philosophy? 

As we head into the new millennium I see many visions ahead for 
the Barre Granite Association. The first and paramount mission of 
the BGA is to promote and foster the health of the granite industry 
and BGA members. Our members are also the firms that will foster 
the health of the granite industry, so the Association must remain 
in close contact with each member. It is important for the BGA to 
not lose sight of the unique granite industry that is here in central 
Vermont and how that industry and the craftsmanship cannot be 
duplicated anywhere else. The new century is bringing with it 
new challenges for many industries because we are no longer a 
local or domestic economy. BGA manufacturers not only compete 
with large domestic corporations; they must also compete with 
foreign companies who are anxious for a piece of the American 
economy. Part of that piece is to gain an increasing foothold in the 
granite markets. My philosophy is simple: The BGA exists solely 
for its members and shou ld be prepared to help promote its 

members and their products to become an important part of the 
world economy as well as the domestic market. In order to do that I 
think we had to get back to our basics. For example, what is the 
purpose of our existence and what promotion tools do we want 
capitalize on? Another important aspect of the BGA is how we can 
find various programs that will help our members reduce operating 
costs. An association can be a powerful bargaining agent when it 
comes to workers compensation insurance, health insurance, bulk 
purchasing of suppl ies, and hopefu lly, purchasing electric power in 
the future. We cannot lose sight of that, and I believe that the BGA 
Board of Trustees recognizes the e challenge. The BGA will find 
way to an wer the question. 

In the past few )'eal'S, roughly since the Rock of Ages left the 
Association, we've seen a remarkable turnaround in the overall 
health of the organization. What do you attribute this to? 

Rock of Ages left the BGA to pursue the goals and objectives of a 
large corporation. Those goa ls and objectives were augmented by 
its status as a public corporation answering to stockholders. I do 
not attribute the increase in BGA members as a direct result of Rock 
of Ages' departure, but more a decision by the BGA board to re­
structure membership dues. This change in dues structure enables 
smaller companies to join simply because it is now very affordable. 
I do believe that belonging to an association helps a small company 
become more visible, and in tum this visibility allows it an avenue to 
compete with larger corporations. I believe that smaller companies 
gain more from a ociations because, imply put, there is strength 
in number. Again, the BGA mu t continue to search for ways to 
give each member the be t value for it membership dues. 

What are the incentives for a company to join the new BGA? 
Are there more or fewer benefits to membership than in the 
past? 

The benefits of joining the BGA begin with a restructuring of 
membership dues. This is now based on the number of employees in 
an individual company rather than a percent of sa les. Under the old 
method, a member would see an increase in dues if it raised the price 
of its product. The increased price was not necessarily a direct 
result of increased volume, so the old structure had somewhat of an 
adverse effect on the members. If a member had to increase prices, 
its dues would automatically increase. By tying the dues into the 
number of employees, each member is now assessed on a more 
equitable basis, and price increa es do not affect annual dues. The 
benefits of joining the BGA have remained stable, such as promotion 
in our quarterly magazine "Barre Life," inclusion in the workers 
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compensation policy, which is done through the A ocianon. and 
one the biggest benefits, negotiation of the union omra t . 
Negotiations, which happen every three to four _ e 
enormous outlay of legal fee . BGA member get all 
as a part of their membership dues. It is sometime 
the tangible benefits of membership, but if you . 
benefits, the co t savings become apparent. . 
working on new health insurance program' 
members in an attempt to hold the co t of. 
Again, we need to use the Association 
believe that once the health insuran e p 
find it easier to continue earching or 
our members. 

Many of the companies who 
Why is this? 

Again, I think the conni 
dues structure. I al 0 knO\\ 

of the A sociation and recei\ ing benefit 
worth it. 

membership 

What new programs/services are being developed for the 
Association? 

The most important new program we are looking into at the BGA is 
a health insurance program for non-union employees of BGA 
members. We hope to negotiate a plan that will provide good 
coverage at reasonable rates. The board and I feel that it makes more 
sense to pursue benefits such as these on an Association level and 
not individually by each company. The BGA recently contracted 
with a web designer and now has a web page at www.barregranite.org. 
The web designer was quite willing to bargain a reduced rate for a 
couple of our members, which again hows the benefits of being in 
an association. Another benefit I would like to investigate i long­
distance telephone service for our members contracted through the 
BGA. We currently have a plan in place with AT&T called "Profit by 
Association," but that plan is in the process of being pha ed out. 
Another that may present itself in Vermont is electric restructuring. 
I believe that is ue could open a wide door in the BGA's efforts to 
find benefits for its members . 

The BGA had been without an executive vice president since 
1996 with the departure of Lewis Shattuck. What was the 
reason for reinstating the position? 

I believe that any organization needs to have someone in charge. It 
imply i good bu iness practice and also lend credibility to the 

organization. I felt that a change in the title would create a fresh­
start approach, and I believe it did. I think this deci ion has created 
the perception that the BGA now has someone at the helm, and 
we are moving toward specific goals and objective . 

Do you have p lans for reestablishing and strengthening 
relationships among the BGA and other members of the 
granite industry, members of the death-care industry, and 
other stone groups? 

TIle BGA has already increa ed its visibility at various trade shows 
meeting. \ e con tinue to support the New England 

Deale~ A ociation convention in Sturbridge, the 
I n mem Dealer in B a ltim o re, and our 

E po. I am urrently erv ing as a board 
r a long ab n e by the BGA. Our goal 

o _ IB.·A omention next year and hopefully be 
able to budget for another one or t \ 0 event . I think the more 
vi ibility the BGA has, the better off we are. As far a our 
relationship with the EGA, I have a good relationship with my 
counterpart, Tom Robinson, who has been very generous with 
information sharing. I strongly feel that the BGA and the EGA 
need to foster a good working relationship for our mutual benefit, 
and I think that is happening. 

This issue of Barre Life looks back at the Association's 110-
year history. What changes, challenges, new technologies and 
products do you see emerging in this century? 

I think the granite industry will become more computerized over 
the next several years. I can see web pages, ordering product 
online and computerized machinery dominating the indu try in 
the not-too-distant future. I think changes in the 21 SI century will 
require a demand for new skill and experti e, far di fferent than 
were needed at the beginning of the 20th century. Skills centering 
around computer programs that operate machinery and promotion 
on a global cale will most likely dominate the next few years. I 
believe we will see monument retailers ordering product from our 
members through online program and po sibly providing all the 
design information electronically. I think the use of la er machinery 
will become more prominent. but I do not think it will replace the 
hand carvings, etching and ulpting that has been the trademark 
of this industry since the la t century. I thi nk the use of granite in 
private home will be ome more common as consumers continue 
to realize the beaut) and durability of granite products such as 
counter top. And finally, in closing, I do believe that the BGA 
will celebrate i 200th birthday in 2089, probably with a grand 
fe tival in Barre. 
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By 1899, the Barre granite industry was in full bloom. Breakthroughs in quarrying and 

manufacturing technologies aided production, and a railroad link to the outside 

world, "The Sky Route," opened the channels of distribution. In the quarries, the teams 

of horses and oxen would be retired from their jobs as derrick operators in favor of steam power. 

In the plants, there was an assortment of new machinery for cutting , polishing and surfacing. 

Traveling overhead cranes moved stones with ease. It was on April 6, 1889, that 14 granite 

firms, members of the Barre Granite Manufacturers Association , met at the Barre Odd Fellows 

Hall for the first time. Their membership dues that first year 

were $4. The purpose of that meeting was twofold: One was 

to discuss plans for an upcoming exhibit, Barre 's first major 

trade show. The other was to address the manufacturers' 

growing concern with organized labor. The trade show did 

happen, in 1893, made possible by Barre's recent rail link to 

the outside world. The World's Columbian Exposition in Chi­

cago drew an estimated 27 million people during its six-month 

run , an amazing one-third of the U.S. population at that time. 

Labor concerns came first, however. In 1892, 1,000 granite 

workers, members of Barre branch of The Granite Cutters 

International Association (founded in 1877 in Maine) struck. 

BARRE 
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Barre entered the new century on a note of optimism: The United States had just 

won the Spanish-American War in 1899, and Barre's Co. E of the Vermont National 

Guard was back home. By 1900, Barre's population was estimated to be 11,754 --up 

from 2,060 in 1880. In 1904. Barre granite manufacturers headed to St. Louis for another 

chance to display their wares at another world's fair -The Louisiana Purchase Exposition. 

Technology continued to 0 r sh. Quarry owners introduced compressed air to run channelling 

machines and drills. a a cor'"'oressed air-driven tools were used extensively in the plants. The 

white dust they stirred up would pose a serious health threat in 

he following years, however. Just as technology continued to 

develop at a rapid pace, so did the strength of the labor parties, 

'lot only in Barre, but around the world as well. Barre was 

earning a reputation as hotbed of radical thought as its immi­

grant population brought with it leftist views. In 1900, the So-

a. s abor Party Building opened, serving as a combination 

a and meeting place for Barre's Socialist Party. It 

~ s' and a soc alist. Corti's life-size me­

oeCe eery. 

Labor activities continued to dominate life in Barre, with the newly opened Barre Opera 

House serving as stage and backdrop for a variety of pro-labor speakers such as 

Eugene V. Debs, Norman Thomas, Mother Jones, Big Bill Hayward and Samuel 

Gompers. In 1911 , textile workers - members of the International Workers of The World , 

known as "Wobblies" - struck in Lawrence, Mass., Their children were sent to live with Barre 

families for safekeeping. In Barre, a labor strike in 1915 pitted Scot laborers against Italian 

laborers. In 1916, Barre elected its first socialist mayor, Robert Gordon, a Scot. Revolutions 

erupted across the world , interrupted by the outbreak of World War I in 1914 to which Barre 

responded, in 1917, by sending 816 troops overseas. The fol­

lowing year, the Spanish Influenza struck Barre 

geance: Granite workers whose lungs were f eo 

dust that hung heavy in the manufactur 9 -

cially susceptible to the fatal pneumon a a 

a e -

s "ca 

tial bout of influenza. On a positive 

Barre Granite Manufacturers Ass 'a 

ber 1916, the 

shed its first 

issue of Barre Granite. the rececess 0 Barre Life Maga­

zine. The Association pro sea a onthly paper which will 

not only appeal to yo r D ' e. 0 will also be of benefit to 

you." 

II' .... E 
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1929 

193 
1939 

Advances in technology and new machinery made it possible for manufacturing plants 

to become even more efficient in memorial production. The decade also saw increased 

attention to suction devices in the workplace as the threat of silicosis among workers 

continued to grow. Along with machinery, the workforce itself was becoming more efficient and 

specialized . The result: Memorial design was undergoing a metamorphosis. Just as the 

ornate Victorian styles of the previous century gave way to a more modern style in the early 

1900s, the design trend of twenties was standardization. One result of this standardization 

was that skilled apprentices were on the decline. In 1923, Barre manufacturers responded by 

forming the Apprentice Commission of the Granite Industry, 

and in the fall of 1927, the Vocational School opened. In the 

area of labor, union membership began to ebb following World 

War I and with the creation of the union-challenging American 

Plan in 1922. That year also saw the arrival of French Canadi­

ans into the workplace. Disaster struck Barre - and much of 

the state - on November 3 and 4, 1927, when the Winooski 

River spilled over its banks, washing away houses, bridges 

and train tracks . Vermont Lieutenant Governor S. Hollister 

Jackson, a Barre resident, was among the 11 people in Barre 

who died in the flood. 

The destiny of the thirties was shaped in October 1929, when the U.S stock market 

crashed, sending the country into the Great Depression. For most Barre manufac­

turers, however, it was business as usual. The municipality itself didn't fare as well : 

The city defaulted on its payroll, and in 1932 requested federal aid to bail it out. Against 

enormous odds, several new manufacturing companies opened during the Depression, includ­

ing : BGA embers Adams Granite Company (1934), Family Memorials (1938) and LaCross 

Memorials (1939). Those businesses prosper today. In 1933 another labor strike rocked the 

area, this one requiring the Vermont National Guard to be called out to restore order and to 

protect workers on their way to work. Among the issues was 

the dust problem. Although suction devices began appearing 

in plants in the twenties , it wasn 't until 1936 that suction de­

vices (many purchased from Granite City Tool Company) be­

came mandated equipment in granite manufacturing plants . 

From 1936 to 1939, some $300,000 in ventilating equipment 

(the unions helped underwrite their development) was installed 

in 80 plants around town, which effectively ended the silicosis 

issue. Just as 1929 shaped the 30s, so did 1939 shape the 

40s, with Germany's invasion of Poland. 

BAR R F. 
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ABarre-Gram (part of the BGA's advertising efforts) dated January 25, 1941 , announced 

the Association 's most powerful advertising campaign ever to run on behalf of the 

memorial dealer. "We're telling 8,195,234, people about you and your business." Ads 

ran in Good Houskeeping. ationai Geographic and other national publications. Eleven months 

later, on December 7, the news was bigger: The United States entered World War II , and 

Company M of the VelT'1o a ional Guard was called into action. Before the war ended in 

1945, Barre would se a •• ~ men into action. The civilian population responded, too, by 

RE-GRAM es ablishing the Civilian Defense Corps. Its charge: to man six 

- craft spotting stations, around the clock, in the hills surrounding 

3a'Te. The community-at-Iarge also joined in the war effort by 

re oving old trolley car tracks in downtown Barre for scrap iron . 
J 

I VT 0 40 A M I ~AN. 25 . RUSH - BARRE, . 1 : . . " ----..:...~~!::!!l~ 

I TO ALL MEMORIAL DEALERS·I 

! IN THE UNITED STATES·I 

e Barre granite manufacturing plant ceased memorial produc­

and instead made buffer chains for the U.S Navy. A 1942 

e 0 in ormed memorial dealers: "The government can 't 

-= Se ec- 3a.,rre granite in its war program, so we 're not hurting 

I WE ARE CALLING 0 9 0 r own interest good, free American rein . 
! ON YOUR BEHALF 

PRJ G 2000 

e to a government restriction on 

s soended use of its BG seal. 

A fter World War II , Barre 's lagging artisan workforce received a boost 

with the establishment of the federally legislated GI Bill in 1946. That same year, the 

Barre School of Memorial Art was opened. Its earlier incarnation, the Vocational School , 

which opened in 1927, closed its doors in 1933 in the throes of the Great Depression. From 

1946 to 1961 roughly 500 students from across the country - many from families of area 

granite workers and owners of manufacturing plants and retail memorialists - received training 

in a two-year course whose curriculum featured freehand drawing, modeling and drafting. These 

postwar years also brought about technological change, namely 

the introduction of carbide-tipped tools. Prior to their use, tools 

had to be sharpened on a grinding wheel , and sharpened fre­

quently. For the Association , 1950 is an important year in its 

history. It was the year the Association purchased and moved 

into its current office at 51 Church Stree . a one-room school 

house built in 1878. A massive granite facade, bearing the BGA's 

mission in sandblasted letters. as added later. The decade 

will no doubt best be remembered, however, for a six-month­

long strike in 1952. 
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1970 
1979 

10 

The Civil Rights movement. A president and his brother assassinated. The Vietnam 

War. Flower Power. Black Power. The Generation Gap. Man walks on the Moon. No 

other decade saw so much social change in 10 years - years that were good at the 

BGA and in the industry. In 1962, the Association had a staff of 13, including a general 

manager, a treasurer, an assistant treasurer and a manager of dealer services, who provided 

members with publicity and advertising programs and representation at virtually all trade shows. 

The Association also provided its members with an apprentice training subsidy program that 

paid its members to train apprentices, and introduced a freight consolidation service to help 

dealers save on shipping costs on memorials shipped west of 

Ohio and south of Virginia. In 1964, Certified Memorials of 

Vermont was established. Similar to the existing Barre Guild 

Warranty program, the CM certificate and its seal warranted 

memorials made of certain colored granites that were manu­

factured by BGA member-companies. It was also a time of 

innovation in the plant. Rodolphe Rouleau , founder of Rouleau 

Granite Company, invented a four-headed polisher that could 

polish the tops of four memorials simultaneously - a foreunner 

of the huge multihead polishers that would come in later years. 

Barre Life magazine made its debut in the summer of 1972, the year of the break-in at 

the Watergate Hotel. "Barre Life is an exciting new quarterly magazine published by 

the BGA. It will present the many exciting aspects of the world-famous Barre granite 

industry." Thirty-six manufacturing companies, six in Montpelier alone, were listed on the back 

cover. Inside was a story of about the BGA's attendance that January at the MBNA's Conven­

tion in Miami where BGA member-companies gave away at a " Barre Guild Lucky Day Drawing" 

a brand new car: a 1972 Ford Pinto. (In 1976, the grand prize was one million Green Stamps.) 

By all accounts the monument industry and BGA members 

were doing quite well. Two years before actor John Forsythe 

(at left with Ray Rouleau) made his comeback as the voice of 

Charlie of "Charlie Angels," the veteran actor spent a week or 

so in and around Barre filiming the "Stone Whistle. " The 1974 

film documents Barre's mid-seventies' technology - the newly 

installed diamond-segmented saws - and also hints at the 

trend in personalization. It was during the polyester decade 

that the BGA introduced its Barre-Pak epoxy, which became 

a staple in the setting business, and became a staunch sup­

porter of cemetery planning. 

B 1\ R R E 
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The BGA's headquarters at 51 Church Street underwent a huge facelift in the eight­

ies. Remodeling included new granite floors and stairway. A massive granite table 

graced the boardroom. Granite, it seemed, had found a home inside the home. Some 

manufacturers had dabbled in the non memorial market over the years, but the bulk of stone­

fabricating machinery was geared for producing memorials. A few companies, including Gran­

ite Importers and Hillside S 0 e Products, took the plunge and outfitted their plants with equip-

ment designed specifca Iding work. Other companies produced countertops and other 

granite goods, essentially by hand, making do with their exist­

g equipment. "Diversification" was the watchword of the eight-

es. Some would say that diversification was the only way the 

dustry could possibly survive in the coming decades as the 

arket for memorials shrunk due to imports, a leveling of the 

ea rate and an increase in cremations. On the technologi-

. personal computers turned typewriters into dinosaurs, 

s e eryone into a bookkeeper or a designer. The FAX 

early on, forever changed the way retailers 

un'cated (or didn't as the case may 

The cover of the winter 1990 issue of Barre Life magazine, a stark affair, shows a slab 

of steeled Barre Gray granite with the simple inscription: THE '90S - A DYNAMIC 

DECADE. For manufacturers, productivity soared in the nineties aided by computer 

technology - from the way monuments were designed to the way they were manufactured in 

the plant. The machinery used in fabricating - saws, pol ishers even sandblast - became 

streamlined. Huge, multi head line polishers , diamond-segmented block saws, diamond wire­

contour saws were all computer programmed. On the design front, draftsmen became CAD 

(computer-aided design) operators , and computer-cut stencil 

began replacing hand-cut rubber. Etched monuments, some 

even enhanced with paint, boosted sales and irked purists. 

Etching, too, went high-tech with the creation of a laser etcher 

in 1995. Digitized images could be "burned" into a stone. Fin­

ished imported memorials from India and later China made 

strong headway into the Barre market. The century's final 

decade also saw BGA membership slipping early on. Several 

companies came to a sad end: others would drop their mem­

bership in the BGA; still 0 hers would merge into super enti­

ties. The BGA had to re h nk the way it operated . It did, and 

the result was and is a stronger organization with a resurgence 

of membersh·p. 
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I MEMBERSHIP D IRE C TOR Y 
MANUFACTURING* MANUFACTURING* MANUFACTURING* CUSTOM SHOPS* 
Adams Granite Co. Joe's Custom Polishing Rivard Granite Co. B&B Monumental Engravers 
Kerry Zorzi and Manufacturing Robert Rivard Steven Bigras 
P.O. Box 126 Gerard "Jerry" Perreault P.O. Box 86 25 Gable Place 
Barre, VT 05641 395 Farwell SI. Barre, VT 05641 Barre, VT 05641 
800-342-1070/802-476-5281 Barre, VT 05641 800-231 -8045/802-476-3542 877-479-0907/802-479-0909 
FAX: 802-476-3027 800-787-4004/802-479-9266 FAX: 802-476-8408 FAX: 802-476-3822 
ADAMSGRCO@AOL.COM FAX: 800-447-9268 GOLFBCC@AOL.COM 

wizzard.netl(1erreault.htm Riverton Memorial, Inc. 
Brookside Memorials, Inc. Ernest Lavigne, Jr. Frank's Memorials, Inc. 
Bernie LaJeunesse Kinfolk Memorials, Inc. P.O. Box 284 Lee Chaloux 
P.O. Box 704 Norm Fournier Northfield Falls, VT 05664 P.O. Box 565 
Barre, VT 05641 P.O. Box 236 800-643-8082/802-485-3371 Barre, VT 05641 
800-639-4024/802-479-1942 E. Barre, VT 05649 FAX: 800-643-8082/802-485-6535 802-479-2776/FAX: 802-479-5249 
FAX: 802-479-5146 800-659-1423/802-479-1423 Rivertonmem@drbs.com 

FAX: 802-476-3394 
M & W Polishing Co. Colombo Stoneworks, Inc. Rouleau Granite Company, Inc. 

Bob Plante Lacroix Custom Cutting, Inc. Bert, Raymond & Paul Rouleau Waldo Mugford 

P.O. Box 585 Robert Lacroix P.O. Box 567 P.O. Box 521 

Barre, VT 05641 816 Stone Road Barre, VT 05641 Barre, VT 05641 

800-446-1049/802-476-5555 Williamstown, VT 05679 800-343-4199/802-476-6636 802-476-8340/FAX: 476-7567 

FAX: 802-476-0200 802 476-7311 /FAX: 476-7311 FAX: 802-476-4243 
Memorial Sandblast Co. ROULEAU@TOGETHER.NET 

Consolidated Memorials, Inc. LaCross Memorials, Inc. Mike Pelkey 

Robert Morton Gary LaCroix Swenson Granite Company, LLC P.O. Box 582 

P.O. Box 394 P.O. Box 458 Bob Pope Barre, VT 05641 

Barre, VT 05641 Barre, VT 05641 P.O. Box 626 802-476-7086/FAX: 476-7567 

802-476-7542 800-451-3234/802-479-2526 Barre, VT 05641 
Ron's Custom Sandblasting, Inc. FAX: 802-479-2211 802-476-7021 /FAX: 476-2251 

Family Memorials, Inc. Mark & Barry Duquette 

Robert Couture Montpelier Granite Works ASSOCIATE PLUS* 
p.o. Box 275 
Barre, VT 05641-0275 P.O. Box 383 Joe Mureta Cochran's, Inc. 802-476-4748/FAX: 476-4967 Barre, VT 05641 8 Granite Street Sherman Cochran 

800-533-3031 /802-476-7831 Montpelier, VT 05602 P.O. Box 272 Saporiti Sandblast Co. FAX: 802-476-3511 800-451 -4513/FAX: 802-223-0525 
fammemis@aol.com MGW@WEBLIZARD.NET 

Barre, VT 05641 Roger Trepanier 
802-479-1035'FAX: 802-479-1036 P.O. Box 187 

Gandin Brothers, Inc. North Barre Granite Co. East Barre, VT 05649 
Culture Craft Sandblast Co. 802-476-4063 Gaylord "Butch " Gandin Charles Chatot Adelard Benoit 

P.O. Box 155 P.O. Box 548 P.O. Box 645 Twin City Custom Sandblast S. Ryegate, VT 05069 Barre, VT 05641 Barre, VT 05641 Paul Trottier/James Tait 800-433-0617/802-584-3521 800-227-1 045/802-476-6624 802-476-7351 /FAX: 802-476-6557 32 Granite SI. FAX: 802-584-4053 FAX: 802-479-9148 CCRAFTSB@AOL.COM Barre, VT 05641 

Granite Importers, Inc. Northern Granite 800-672-9900/802-476-8718 
Granite Corporation of Barre FAX: 802-476-6962 Jake Colgan Matthew R. Couture Joseph B. Calcagni 

P.O. Box 712 P.O. Box 585 P.O. Box 633 
Barre, VT 05641 S. Barre, VT 05670 Barre, VT 05641 ARTISANS* 
802-476-5812/FAX: 802-476-7349 802-479-2247/FAX: 802-479-5057 802-476-6177/FAX: 802-476-0570 George Kurjanowicz graniteimo@aol.com 

Peerless Granite Co. 
GRANITEINC@AOL.COM Sculpture Studio 

Granite Industries of Vermont Bret Mugford P.O. Box 61 /Barre, VT 05641 
Tosi Custom Sandblast Co. 802-223-3161 /FAX:802-223-8904 Jeff Martell P.O. Box 313 Todd Tosi Kurjanowic@aol.com P.O. Box 537 Barre, VT 05641 RD2, Box 2025 

Barre, VT 05641 800-654-6069/802-476-3061 Northfield, VT 05663 
800-451-3236/802-479-2202 FAX: 802-476-3014 802-476-3851 / FAX: 802-476-3851 ' Indicates Voting Member Status 
FAX: 802-479-7917 
Graniteind@aol.com Pepin Granite Co., Inc. 
www.granitevermont.com Raymond Pepin 

P.O. Box 566 BGAE-MAIL: granitebga@aol.com 
Hillside Stone Products, Inc. Barre, VT 05641 

BGA WEB ADDRESS: www.barregranite.org Randy Carbonneau 800-654-5420/802-476-5830 
P.O. Box 134 Barre, VT 05641 FAX: 802-476-5470 
802-479-2508/FAX: 802-479-5438 Pgci@tds.net 
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MEMBERSHI P D IRE C TOR Y 
ACCOUNTING 
Salvador & Babic PC 
Tom Babic 
240 S. Main Street 
Barre, VT 05641 
802-476-8673/FAX: 802-479-5165 

ARTISANS 
A. Fantoni Sculpture Studio 
Alcide Fantoni 
P.O. Box 160 
S. Barre, VT 05670 
802-4 76-8053/FAX:802-4 76-8053 

Stanislaw Lutostanski 
Sculpture Studio 
Stanislaw Lutostanski 
P.O. Box 265, E. Barre, VT 05649 
802-479-2531 /FAX: 802-479-2531 

BANKING 
Granite Savings Bank & Trust 
William McMeekin 
P.O. Box 483 
Barre, VT 05641 
802-479-3313/FAX: 802-476- 220 

Key Bank of Vermont 
Robert Provost 
47 Main Street 
Barre, VT 05641 
802-476-4135IFAX: 802-476-3316 

Vermont National Bank 
Skip Poczobut 
P.O. Box 708 
Barre, VT 05641 
802-476-0030/FAX: 802-476-0039 

COMPUTER SERVICES 
Applied Micro Technologies, Inc. 
Tom and Julie Stark 
46 Washington Street 
Barre, VT 05641 
802-476-7016/FAX: 802-476-7139 

Breen Systems Management, Inc. 
James Breen 
18 Blair Park Road 
Williston, VT 05495 
802-879-42121FAX: 802-878-1717 
matt@beensys.com 

CUSTOM SHOPS 
Mobile Sandblast Co. 
John Pelkey 
20 George Street 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
802-229-9981 

SPRING 2000 

EDITING & DESIGN 
Mullikin, Ink! 
Patrick Timothy Mullikin 
2235 North Street 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
802-229-9905/FAX: 802-229-C- l< 

PTMullikin@aol.com 

INSURANCE 
Berg, Carmolli & 
Dick Huskes 
P.O. Box 628 
Barre, VT ~. 
802-479-1~ = 

PRINTING 
Hull Printing, Inc. 
Gary & Marie Hull 
682 N. Main SI. 

802 - 6-6200 

Barre, VT 05641 
802-479-9445/FAX: 802-479-0445 

RECLAMATION 
Fulton & Co. 
Bill Fulton 
P.O. Box 141 
Websterville, VT 05678 
802-479-3339/FAX: 802-476-5933 

RESTAURANTS 
Hilltop Restaurant 
John Reilly 
P.O. Box 169 1 Quarry Hill Road 
Websterville, VT 05678 
802-479-2129/FAX: 802-479-1764 

RESTORATION 
Polonia Service Co., Inc. 
Gerardo Sanchez 
331 W. 57th SI. (168) 
New York, NY 10019 
212-501-7510 
Polonia777@aol.com 

SUPPLIERS 
Budiam America 
Diamond Tools, Inc. 
Wolfgang Noetzold 
P.O. Box 661 
Barre, VT 05641 
802-476-31221 FAX: 802-476-4140 

Derusha Supply USA Inc. 
Gany Derusha 
P.O. Box 228 
Beebe Plain, VT 05823 
800-567-2778 
FAX: 888-876-5973 

Granite City Tool Company 
Donald Allen 
P.O. Box 411 1 11 Blackwell Street 
Barre, VT 05641 
800-451 -4570/802-476-3137 
FAX: 802-476-8403 
MIKEWINTER@AOL.COM 
granijeciMooM.com 

Gran-Quartz L.P. 
Peter deKok 
P.O. Box 33569 
Decatur, GA 33033 
800-458-62221FAX: 770-621-9771 
granguartz.com 

IMEX Diamond Tools 
and Segments, Inc. 
Robert E. Browning, Jr. 
P.O. Box 55 1 50 Railroad Street 
Barre, VT 05641 
802-479-7995/FAX: 802-479-3429 

Miles Supply Co., Inc. 
Charlie Martin 
P.O. Box 237 
Barre, VT 05641 
802-476-39631FAX: 802-4 6-3954 
INFORMA~UCOM 

N-E-D Corporation 
Yvan LaBlanc 
423 Eas: er Road 
Batre. 0564 • 
802 - &ffi20FAX: 802-476-7460 
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SUPPLIERS 
Ordway Electric Machines 
Carroll Ordway 
RR #1 , Box 39 
Washington, VT 05675 
802-476-8011 /FAX: 802-476-8011 

Pike Industr ies 
Randolph K. Pike 
3 Eastgate Park Road 
Belmont, NH 03220 
800-283-7453/603-527-5100 
FAX: 603-527-5101 

Pyramid Supply, Inc. 
Randy Reynolds 
P.O. Box 368, 87 Boynton Street 
Barre, VT 05641 
802-479-53321FAX: 802-476-6909 

Reynolds & Son, Inc. 
Bruce Seel 
P.O. Box 380 
S. Barre. VT 05670 
802-479-0101IFAX: 802-479-0135 
Reyno ldsAndSon.com 

Trow & Holden 
Norm Akley 
P.O. Box 475 
Barre, VT 05641 
802-476-7221 /FAX: 802-476-7025 

Vermont Quarries Corp. 
Luca Mannolini 
88 Church Street 
Rutland, VT 05701 
802-775-1065/FAX: 802-775-1369 

TRUCKING 
Anderson Trucking Service 
Steve Walker c/o 
Clark's Transferring Service, Inc. 
P.O. Box 786 
Barre, VT 05641 
802-476-42831FAX: 802-476-0975 

A. Bellavance & Sons, Inc. 
Roland Bellavance 
P.O. Box 398 
Barre, VT 05641 
800-257-2828/802-479-9311 
FAX: 802-479-9777 

Granite Importers Transport 
Ray Pouliot 
P.O. Box 712 
Barre, VT 05641 
802-476-58121FAX: 802-476-7349 
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IN M EMORIAM 

L UCIEN PAUL ROULEAU, 69, DIED 

January 12, 2000, after a long 
illness. Born June 6, 1930, in 

Montpelier, he was the son ofRodolphe 
and Jeannette (Gadreau) Rouleau. He 
attended St. Monica Elementary School 
and graduated from Spaulding High 
School in 

A R 0 U N D 

Barre Canadian Club and Mackenzie-Webster 
YFW Post #790. 
He had been very active in the monument 
industry, having erved seven terms as trustee 
and two terms as president of the Barre 
GraniteAssociation and served on the Board 
of Directors of the Monument Builders of 
North America and was an officer of the 
American MonumentAssociation. He had 
also been a member of the Board of Directors 
of the Vermont National Bank, the Barre­
Montpelier Railroad and the former Barre 
Ciry Hospital. He e peciallyenjoyed 
snowmobi ling, boating and fishing and main­
taining the grounds about his home. 
Besides his widow, survivors include four 
daughters: Donna Poirier and her husband, 
Yves, of Abington, Mass.; Allison Treon of 
Berlin; Rhonda Wobby and her husband, 
"Chuck," of Barre Town; and Sonda Fratrini 
and her husband, Jay, of Barre Town; nine 
grandchildren: Bryan "B.J." Poirier, Jeffrey 
Poirier, Gary Poirier, Terri Ford, Kim Treon, 
Desiree Treon, Ryan Wobby, Kendra Wobby 
and Nicholas Frattini; three brothers: 
Bertrand Rouleau of Elmore, Raymond 
Rouleau of Barre Town and Paul Rouleau of 

1949. 
Lucien Lucien will be remembered as 

Barre Town; 
three sisters: 

was 
President 
and 

a man of morality and integrity Pauline 
Oshetski of 

Chairman of the Board of Rouleau Granite 
Co., Inc., a company founded in 1942 by 
his fathe r. Lucien was an acknowledged 
leader in the granite industry and was held 
in deep affection and respect by his many 
loyal employees and colleagues. He was a 
veteran of the Korean War, serving with the 
955th Field Artillery Battalion attached to 
the Ninth Army in Korea. He served from 
February 1952 until November 1953 and 
was honorably discharged as a staff 
sergeant. On January 5, 1952, he married 
Gloria Pinto in St. Monica's Church in 
Barre. He was a member of St. Monica's 
Church, the American Legion Post#10 of 
Barre, was a life member of the Barre Elks 
Lodge#1535, was former member of the 
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Schenectady, 
Y, Giselle Waugh of Boca Raton, Fla., and 

Joanne Riley of Middlesex and nieces and 
nephews. He is predeceased by his parents 
and a brother Marcel Rouleau. He was 
entombed in the family mausoleum in Hope 
Cemetery. Memorial contriburions may be 
made to t. Monica's Church, 79 ummer 

treet, Barre,VT 05641 or to the American 
Cancer Sociery, Vermont Division, 11 Loomis 
Street, Montpelier, VT 05602. 
Lucien will be remembered as a man of 
morality and integrity, with a sense of humor 
who adored his wife, his children and 
grandchildren more than anything. His 
colleagues will remember him for his many 
contributions to the monument industry 
throughout the United States. 

D A R R E 
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'/ockll"ise, top left: alvador & Babic 
PC' Tom and Linda Babic; Granite 
Industries of lkrmont~ Nancy Martell, 
Forrest Rouelle, Nancy Rouelle and Jeff 
Martell; Family Memorials' Bob and 
Mary Ann Couture, Roger and Vickie 
Couture; Famiglia Calcagni: Joseph v. 
and wife, Joni Calcagni; Joseph B., 
daughter-in-law Hillary D. and son, 
Matthew Calcagni; and son-in-law Robert 
D.MacLeod. 

THE LAST DANCE 

M 
RE THAN 100 BGA MEMBERS AND 

their guests, including those 
pictured above, attended the 

Association's annual holiday dinner dance on 
Decemberl8. T his fi nal event of the 
millennium, century and decade was held at 
the Knights Of Columbus Bishop Brady 
Council #399 in Barre and featured a live 
band. 

SPRI G 2000 



NEW S 

VNA! LAs VEGAS 

M
E.\!, RhU , ~tA UFAcruRERS AND 

supplier to the industry met at 
the Ri,"iera Hotel in Las Vegas, 

February 6-9 for the, [onument Builders 
of orth America' 2000 convention, 
which featured the educational session 
Franklin Covey' -- Habits of Highly 
Effective People,- upplier exhib it tables, 
gaming tables and a <Yolf tournament. 
BGA members arrending the show 
included: Montpel ier Granite Works, 
Rouleau Granite Company, Granite 
Industries of Vermont and ~ tile upply 
Company. Bill Minozzi of, 'ational 
Memorials, Lakeland, Fla., ucceeds Mike 
Brannon of Brannon Monument Company 
as the new president of the MBI 'A. 
The next MBNA convention , which will 
feature a full monument display, is 
scheduled to be held January 21-24, 2001, 
in Birmingham, Ala., 

SPRI G 2000 
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Clockwise - 'STRIP' TEES, from left: Kent Brown, Granite City Tool; Paul 
DiMatteo, Maine Memorial; Mike Brannon, Brannon Monument Company; 
Ronnie Rodrique, Hope Haven Marble & Granite. 

B \ R R I 
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HIGH ROLLERS, from left: Tom Carrigg 
and Gloria Andio, Thomas Carrigg 
& Son; Allison, Tom and Lynda 
(Mureta) Aldrich, Montpelier 
Granite Works; Paula Cahill and 
Dave Deven y, Oak Grove 
Memorials. 
R OULEAU ROULETTE, Peter Delphos, 
Rouleau Granite Company, center, 
chats with two visiting memorialist 
at the R ouleau booth. 
THREE OF A KIND: L ynda 
l.lfureta)Aldrich congratulates Paul 
DiJfaueo on hbecond consecutive 
A _,>pire Award and Tom Carrigg on 
hi" becoming a Certified 
Memorialist. 
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CLASSIC & CON T E M P 0 R A R Y 

From left: Joseph V. Calcagni and his brother 
Matthew (operating crane) assemble the Parrella 
mausoleum at Newton (Mass.) Cemetery. 

Granite Corporation Of Barre 
Parrella Family 
A unique, classic beauty, this 12-crypt mausoleum was designed and erected by 
Granite Corporation of Vermont for the Parrella Family. Located in Newton (Mass.) Cemetery. 

B A R R £ 
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amily 
e orials, 

ne. 

Barre Gray 
World ar il 

Memorial: -0 tall 
by 5-0 cide. 

SPRI G 2000 

Dedicated 
December , 1991. 
in Holyoke, Mass .. 

on the 50th 
annlver an" 

of th~ 
bombing of 

Pearl 
Harbor. 

• o N T E M P 0 R A R Y 
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CLASSI C & CO NTEMPOR ARY 

Riverton 
Memorial, 

Inc. 
New 

England 
Granite 

W'Orks 
Westfield, 

Mass. 
S teeled Barre Gray 

memorial designed by 
Delfo Barabani and 
located in Chicopee, 

Mass. Jim Lindsay is 
architect. 

Overall size: 
10-4 x 7-5. 

BAR R E 
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CLASSIC & CONTEMPORARY 

Montpelier Granite Works 
Trent emorials alden, N. Y. 

S teeled Barre Gra.· monum (ea . hand-cu( raised tulips and American flag 
draped aero top and !left "de. Die: x 1 x 2-8 • Base: 5-8 x 1-8 x 0-10. 

SPRING 2000 BAR R F 
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CLASSIC & CONTEMPORARY 

Gandin Brothers, Inc. 
South Bound Brook • Stirling, N.J 
Polished Jet Black memorial with two ledgers • Overall Size: 7-0 x 6-0 

20 BAR R E 
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CLASSIC & CONTEMPORARY 

Adams Granite Compan)'i Inc. 
Edward Sickler Memorials • Franklin, N. Y. 

Polished/Axed/Carved Impala Die: 3-0 x 1-1 x 2-4 • Base: 6-0 x 1-4 x 0-6 

SPRING 2000 

Twin City Memorials 
Pulver Heuss Company • Hastings-On-Hudson, N. Y. 

Polished/Dusted Barre Die: 5-6 x 0-8 x 2-6 

o .\ R R I. 
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BAR R E GRANITE S HOP 
B) C) 

D) 

F) 
G) 
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BAR R E GRANITE S HOP 

Item letter 

Freel 

P. The Story 
of Granite 
.25 each 

Q. Barre 
Granite 
Heritage 

$4.95 

A. Bolo tie with leather-look cord , $15 
B. Letter opener, $15 
C. Pick and shovel granite tie pin, $5 
D. Shovel granite tie clip , $5 
E. Leaf-mount granite earring set with 

either surgical steel French hooks or 
posts (specify on order form), $12. 

F. 8" x 8" Barre Gray granite clock, $40 
G. Set of 4 BGA Pilsner glasses, $20 

Other Publications 
R. What Every Cemeterian Needs to 

Know About Barre Gray Granite 
Memorials,$4 .95 

(All jewelry items are rhodium -plated, 
with a cabochon of Barre Gray granite) 

Color Posters 
S. How to Customize Barre Memorials , $1 

Videotapes ($10 each, 5 for $40) 
T. New Technology in Barre 
U. Artistry in Granite 
V. Quarrying and Manufacturing 
W. The Story of the Barre Granite Industry 
X. The Stone Whistle: Tour and 

explanation of the Barre granite 
industry, with John Forsythe. 

Product Description Price Each Quant i ty Total 

. 

- Merchandise Total 
Shipping Charges 

Barre Guild window Orders to 15.00: add $ 4.50 Add 5% sales tax on Vermont orders 
decals. Specify quantity $15.01 to $ 50.00: add $ 6.50 

on order form $50.01 to $100.00: add $ 7.50 Add Shipping Charges 

Over $101.0 add $11.00 TOTAL 

Write, Call, FAX: Barre Granite Association, P.O. Box 481, Barre, VT 05641· 802-476-4131· FAX 802-476-4765 

Name 
Payment Method: 

Company 
::JVisa DMasterCard DCheck/ Money Order 

Address Card Number ______________ _ 

City Expires 

State Zip Signature _______________ _ 

Phone FAA: __________________________ ___ 

SI'RI G 2000 BAR R F. 
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FIN A L llORDS 

This Splendid 
Monument at 

Dark Barre Granite 
$46.90 and Upward 

Dl.1I«rtd on the ('In II tbIr 

~in;il: r::ne :::(~'ii;'Ut~l:c~ed°b~~ - s..w ~"'lr:IUhJ::. ':o~ 
pnwe equa l or superior to anything of I.ltt' .. " .d ,. "" ..... " .04 .n an:! 
.aH thu we claim (or it. hold it .ubject 10 OIIJ' ....- ..... _ IIIaI ... Chace it will 
~ ~red (or you and unnot be used d.no·l.CTe) • .-d ... ~ -f'J which 
,. un rmliued. including any frciahl ch.r~ ,.. ..,. ........... 

tw Tour tc.1«lion by cataloa number, accoro.q to II.: ,. ~ ""e. Vi 

tfw -;"r= lh:~~~~ ::::':'o~,;:~ ou]J.tM ~~ b;" '-,.. ~ • ~ ~:;z~: 
:-;::} ';o!:':lf~f~r:ii~c:rl i!i:nd,'.hm\t!e r&k :t~ ~ -s: .:-~ 
If-- -.onal. and we ",.rantee you .. I.r~ .......... C"'I'a ., ~ .. ,... .a...: 
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THE LAST CATALOG PURCHASE YOU'LL EVER MAKE: Back in the days before the Internet and e­
commerce - roughly 100 years ago - the forward-thinking folks at Sears & Roebuck urged consumer to shop at 
home through its catalog. Among the thousands of goods offered by the Chicago retail giant were "Monuments, 
Tombstones and Grave Markers" fabricated in Barre and shipped via rail to virtually anywhere in the nted States. 
Lettering and freight were in addition to the prices listed. "Our Tombstone Department is entirely at your service," 
the catalog states. "Send us a full copy of the lettering you desire ... and we will lay it out for you. This service is free 
and you are under no obligation to buy a monument from us after we have given you our estimate." Some things 
never change. 
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Granite Industries of Vermont 
Calumet Park Cemetery • Merrillville, Ind. 
Steeled Barre Gray memorial designed by Dana Morissette for 68 victims of American 
Eagle Flight 4184 that crashed Oct, 31, 1994. 
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